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thing which made William Morris miserable was ugliness, and the social structure around him led to unutterable ugliness at every turn. So this apostle of beauty, being a man of the greatest energy, demanded the reason of the defect. He quickly saw that it resolved itself into a problem of how to avoid degrading poverty on one side, and excessive wealth on the other. This was of course an economic question, so Morris became a student of political history and political economy. He already knew a very great deal of mediaeval history; and he soon grasped what had happened to change the industrial system of the thirteenth century, for example, into the system of the nineteenth century. He saw that one root evil was the growth of monopolies under the control of a few wealthy men; and political economy taught him that the only radical remedy for monopoly was Socialism. So Morris became a Socialist. Perhaps the most all-round man, in general culture, in Europe, became one of its most revolutionary politicians.
But it will be better to let William Morris speak of his own conversion, for he once wrote an article with the title " How I became a Socialist.'' It contains the following passage: " A man of my disposition, careless of metaphysics and religion as well as of scientific analysis, but with a deep love of the earth and the life on it, an _ a passion for the history of the past of mankind. Think of it 1 Was it all to end in a country house on the top of a cinder heap, with Podsnap's drawing-room in the offing and a Whig Committee dealing out champagne to the rich and margarine to the poor in such convenient